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The vital question was. How were we to keep the
Church from being Liberalised ? There was so much
apathy on the subject in some quarters, such imbecile
alarm in others; the true principles of Churchmanship
seemed so radically decayed, and there was such dis-
traction in the councils of the clergy. The Bishop of
London of the day, an active and open-hearted man,
had been for years engaged in diluting the high ortho-
doxy of the Church by the introduction of the Evan-
gelical body into places of influence and trust. He
had deeply offended men who agreed with myself by
an off-hand saying (as it was reported) to the effect
that belief in the apostolical succession had gone out
with the Non-jurors. e We can count you] he said to
some of the gravest and most venerated persons of the
old school. ... I felt affection for my own Church,
but not tenderness: I felt dismay at her prospects,
anger and scorn at her do-nothing perplexity. I
thought that if Liberalism once got a footing within
her, it was sure of victory in the event. I saw that
Reformation principles were powerless to rescue her.
As to leaving her, the thought never crossed my
imagination: still I ever kept before me that there
was something greater than the Established Church,
and that that was the Church Catholic and Apostolic,
set up from the beginning, of which she was but the
local presence and organ. She was nothing unless
she was this. She must be dealt with strongly or
she would be lost There was need of a second
Reformation."